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In 2022, we made great strides in the
Adobe’s architectural rehabilitation. A
new roof, reinforced porch, glass win-
dows and original trim are being repli-
cated and installed. Interior electrical
work is mostly complete. A separate
bathroom/storage building is built, and
final grading of the site is expected with-
in weeks.

FJMA has worked collaboratively with Front porch, new windows
the ‘!&J Ran(,:h developers on |mp_Ie— | reconstructed trim - November 2022 |
menting the final plans. After meeting

our fundraising goal for the acquisition,
we are now waiting for the rehabilitation to be completed, a condition of
purchase per the terms of City of Orinda approval.

While some work on the building has been slower than we anticipated, we
have been able to make adjustments that will enhance historical accuracy
and give us more flexible space for visitors. Fortunately, J&J Ranch has
been receptive to our input, and FJMA appreciates their efforts.

For historical accuracy, FIMA requested a significant change to reconfigure
the exterior attic access and porch below, based on recently discovered pho-
tos. While this modification has added to the timeline, preserving these histor-
ical features of the Adobe is well worth it!

New roof is fire safe & historically accurate

It is not too late to buy a personalized paver to be installed on the Adobe
grounds. Don’t forget to give to the Adobe this year!

Museum Planning Well Underway

The FJMA Museum Committee meets monthly to plan the Adobe’s interior. Besides sketching
room designs and exhibit ideas, we’re conducting lots of research on the Rancho period and the
Moraga family. Thanks to the Moraga Historical Society for providing photos and historic docu-
ments. We have also acquired scans of the original land grant maps from the Bancroft L|brary
| These and more will eventually be on display in the museum. \\\\\ b

¥ Committee members have been visiting other historic Ado-
bes to get ideas, including the Pefia Adobe in Vacaville and
the Castro Watsonville. The latter was a great source of in-
Museum Committee | spiration for our group, as it has just opened with fantastic
Members Mary Carrillo, | exhibits. Their curator Charlene Duval has been a wealth of
Jackie Horwitz and information, particularly with tips on acquiring furnishings
Teresa Long inside the | authentic to the Rancho time period.
Moraga Adobe

= \\ |l
. | Adobe Parlor room, concept sketch —|
We welcome new volunteers to help with the museum!

Friends of the Joaquin Moraga Adobe, PO Box 872 Orinda, CA 94563
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Letter From Our President
Thank you for your generous support

Dear Adobe Supporters,

It has been wonderful to see the progress made on the
Moraga Adobe rehabilitation in 2022. After years of
planning, it is exciting to see this historic building finally
take shape and get back to its 1848 configuration.
History is indeed coming alive!

FJMA’s focus throughout the year has been preparing
for the operation of the Adobe as a museum. We are
busy planning museum displays, furnishings & exhibits,
designing the security system, and finalizing the plans
for landscaping the Adobe grounds. This focus will con-
tinue into next year as the rehabilitation is completed.

Although the timeline for the construction has been ex-
tended, it really feels like we are entering the home
stretch, and 2023 will be the year that the Moraga Ado-
be is finally open to the public!

In October, my wife Teresa and | were recognized by
the Orinda Community Foundation as Orinda Volun-
teers of the Year. As many of you know, Teresa and |
both grew up in Orinda, so this honor was very mean-
ingful to both of us. FJMA founder Bobbie Landers was
on hand to present the award.

As always, my most sincere thanks to our wonderful
volunteers & supporters, without whom none of this
would be possible.

I look forward to seeing
you all at the Adobe next
year!!

Kent Long
FIMA President

Teresa & Kent Long
with Bobbie Landers

Story From a
Moraga
Descendant

Avila Family, 1889

John Silveira Alvia is sitting, his

wife Gomacinda Avila is standing

with her hand resting on his left
shoulder.

Family Lore versus Actual History

by Lance Beeson, Board member, FIMA

As members of the Museum Committee, we are tasked
with telling the story of the Moraga family through docu-
ments, photos, artifacts and recollections. Recollections
can be the trickiest of all, because many memories of the
Moraga family as recounted in books, newspaper articles
and family stories are often not entirely accurate, in large
part because the family dispersed after the final sale of the
property. And of course, the stories change over the gener-
ations.

Growing up, | heard tales from my grandmother, Irene Avi-
la, that we were “Spanish” and had once had a “Spanish
Land Grant,” and how my great-grandfather Joseph Avila
had been killed in the “Orinda Train Tunnel” in 1906. |
found out later that was not quite correct, but | can’t blame
my grandmother; she was only four months old when her
father Joseph was killed. The humble circumstances of my
grandmother’s family and the sudden further impoverish-
ment caused by Joseph’s death were hardly conducive to
growing up having great and proud knowledge of the Mora-
ga family legacy.

The Moraga family did not receive their land grant from
Spain but rather from Mexico. And while the Moragas were
certainly Hispanic, evidence shows that by the 1850s, like
most Californios they were mestizo people, with genetic
makeups of Mexican Indian, African, and Spanish or other
descent. Most Californio descendants like me have some
native heritage, now easily confirmed by DNA testing.

To gain membership in Los Californianos, an organization
for descendants of early Hispanic settlers of California, |
had to “prove” my descent. This process involved visits to
churches, museums and other sources to research my
family history, including learning about my great-
grandfather, Joseph Avila.

Continued on Page 3

Newsletter Editor: Teresa Long, Teresalong@MoragaAdobe.org
A special thanks to Andrew Goett of Pacific Printing for printing this publication.
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Family Lore verses Actual History
(continued from page 2)

Joseph was born in March of 1882. His fa-
ther was Joao (John) Silveira de Avila, who
was born on the island of Sdo Jorge, Azores
in 1848. He came to California in the 1860s,
likely without a passport and probably via a
whaling vessel, as there are no records of his
arrival in the United States. Only later census
data and citizenship application mention him.

Joseph’s mother, Maria Gomacinda Moraga,
was born at the Moraga Adobe in 1854 and
was later a signatory of the final disposition of
the house and lands. At some point, Jodo
came to work on the Moraga rancho, met
Gomacinda, and they married. They had mul-
tiple children before Gomacinda died in 1892
at age 38, when her son Joseph was only ten.

And after much searching in the Oakland Li-
brary Museum Room at old newspapers on
microfilm, | did find the record of my great-

grandfather’s death. | already knew that there | Joseph Frank Avila 1882 - 1906

was no train tunnel in Orinda in 1906, and had already ruled out the Canyon rail
line as it wasn’t functioning yet. The various news accounts spelled Joseph’s
name in a variety of ways, but | finally matched up the dates and learned what
happened.

As | said, recollections can be tricky. My grandmother Irene, just an infant in
1906, told a gory and morbid account of Joseph’s death, “with his body so man-
gled that they picked up what was left of him in a bucket!” She told me that a
friend who was with him had to deliver the bad news to his widow at her home
on Fifth Street in Oakland, and that he had his paycheck in his pocket! My grand-
mother (may she rest in peace) had a vivid emotional memory of these events!

So, to end the suspense, | found that Joseph Frank Avila was killed by a train at
the Gately Siding in Pinole, in open air as he walked along his bicycle after work
with a friend. No tunnel, not in Orinda. He was a laborer, working on constructing
a pipeline between Richmond and Martinez, a far cry from the glorious days of
romantic life on a California rancho!

| share this story because it's a good example of learning to tell fact from fiction.
And | also hope other descendants will in turn share their stories with us for pub-
lication in our museum collection.

Our committee wishes to reach out to all Moraga descendants, to get stories,
descriptions and images of the larger family story. We invite you to submit your
stories and hopefully, you will have an easier time than |, sifting out the truth.

Thank You to our
Recent Donors

T.C. & Marianne Aude
Paul Barrett
Margaret Beck
Connie & Jeff Boero
Robin Bradley
Isabela Chow
DAR, Acalanes Chapter
DAR, Anne Loucks Chapter
DAR, Antelope Valley Chapter
Peter & Robin Frazier
Zand Gee
Andrew Goett
Mary J. Gunden
Wendy & Chris Harnett
Karen Harrell
Beatrice M. Heggie
Tim Hoxie
Rick Joosten
Steven Kelley
Bobbie Landers
Carl & Carol Landers
Kendall Langan
Teresa & Kent Long
William S. Loughman
Teresa Cox Lucido
Christian & Sharon L. Maas
Bradford McCullough
Pamela Meeds
Jayne M. Russell & Robert C. Miller
Weyletta J. Nickson
Tom Nootbar
Orinda Community Foundation, Inc.
Heather Pehanick
Cecelia Pena
Michael Sabarese
L. M. Schlein
Sue Scholz
Nancy Scott
Frederick O. Smith
Todd M. & Laurel A. Smith
Mary K. Smits
Evanthia Spanos
Tarbell Family Foundation
Robert B. & Maryett V. Thompson
Theodore & Lida Urban
Steve Westfall
Mark Whatley & Danuta Zaroda
Raymond & Elizabeth Witbeck

Get Involved! We can use your help with exhibits, research & community outreach: contact comments@MoragaAdobe.org
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1835 map used by Joaquin Moraga and Juan

Bernal to petition for the Mexican Land grant
on which the Adobe was built. Original is at the
Bancroft Library at UC Berkeley.
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